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In December 2006, the Engineering and Technology Group of Queensland’s Department of Main 
Roads entered into a three-year skid resistance management research project with QUT Faculty of 
Built Environment and Engineering researchers and the QUT-based CRC for Integrated Engineering 
Asset Management (CIEAM).  CIEAM undertakes a broad range of asset management research in the 
areas of defence, utilities, transportation and industrial processes. 
 
“The research project is an important activity of Main Roads’ Skid Resistance Management Plan 
published in June 2006.” said Main Roads project leader Mr Justin Weligamage. 
 
“The intended project output is a decision-support model for use by Road Asset Managers throughout 
a road network. The research objective is to enable road asset managers to better manage the surfacing 
condition of the road asset with specific focus on skid resistance,” said QUT project leader Professor 
Arun Kumar. 
 
The research project will review existing skid resistance investigatory levels, develop a risk-based 
method to establish skid resistance investigatory levels and improve the decision support methodology 
in order to minimise crashes. 
 
The new risk-based approach will be used to identify locations on the Queensland state-controlled 
road network that may have inadequate skid resistance.  Once a high risk site is identified, the 
appropriate remedial action will be decided on.  This approach will allow road asset managers to target 
optimal remedial actions, reducing the incidence and severity of crashes where inadequate skid 
resistance is a contributing cause.   
 
For further information please contact Dr Jon Bunker, j.bunker@qut.edu.au, tel. 07 3138 5086. 
 
